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RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE

New tiny home village in
Chatham isn't about making a
profit

The community will be made
available to people with mental
illnesses and veterans with chronic
health conditions.

GARMAN HOMES
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A new tiny home village is being developed in Chatham

County with the target community being people with
mental illnesses and veterans with chronic health

conditions.

A group made up of Garman Homes, XDS Inc. and the UNC
Center for Excellence in Community Mental Health helped
make the project a reality. The village is on the grounds of

the Farm at Penny Lane, located at 263 Penny Lane in
Pittsboro.

263 Penny Ln
263 Penny Ln, Pittsboro, NC 27312  Directions

View larger map

XDS is a Pittsboro-based nonprofit that works with people
with severe mental disorders, such as schizophrenia,
bipolar disorder and major chronic depression, said Thava

Mahadevan, executive director of XDS. He said people
afflicted with those conditions are often on a fixed income

and don't have enough money for rent, especially in major
metro areas like the Triangle.

"Generally, people are living with about $750-$800 a
month through Supplemental Security Income,"

By Evan Hoopfer
Staff Writer, Triangle Business Journal
Jan 30, 2023
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Mahadevan said. "I could barely rent a room in Chapel Hill
for $800 right now."

Therefore, the homes within the village will be rented at

rates far below market value so that these individuals can
afford to live there.

The village will be comprised of 15 tiny homes, each with a
size of about 400 square feet. The homes are priced at

$50,000 each and will be rented out to tenants for between
$250 and $350 a month, Mahadevan said.

The development timeline for the project will be about
four to five months, and that's where Garman Homes

comes into the equation. The Cary-based homebuilder has
taken on uncommon projects before, most notably a

project in Chatham Park that built homes specifically for
life in a post-Covid world.

This village poses a new challenge for Garman.

"The whole idea was to create a space where residents can
get some privacy," said Emily Bosman, product manager at

Garman. For example, some of the homes face sideways
and some face the inner circle. This ensures that none of

the front doors face each other, giving the residents more
privacy.

Each home features one bedroom, a full bathroom with a
walk in shower and a kitchen/dining area with an island.

The layout was designed using the research of Amy Wilson
– associate professor within the University of North

Carolina's School of Social Work and co-director of the
Tiny Homes Village.

For Garman Homes, this project wasn't about the bottom
line.

"We don't make any money off this," said Alaina Money-
Garman, CEO of Garman Homes. "It's not something we do

for profit. It's an intrinsic value proposition for our team,
and it's personally fulfilling."

https://www.bizjournals.com/triangle/news/2021/10/14/garman-homes-chatham-park-post-covid-homes.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/triangle/search/results?q=Emily%20Bosman
https://www.bizjournals.com/triangle/search/results?q=Amy%20Wilson
https://www.bizjournals.com/triangle/search/results?q=Alaina%20Money-Garman


1/31/23, 10:28 AM New tiny home village in Chatham isn't about making a profit - Triangle Business Journal

https://www.bizjournals.com/triangle/news/2023/01/30/tiny-home-village-chatham-county.html 4/8

MORE FOR YOU More 

Evan Hoopfer covers real estate and economic
development in the Greater Triangle, focusing on the
counties outside Wake and Durham. Have a tip? Reach him
at ehoopfer@bizjournals.com or (919) 327-1012.
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